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NAOMI LORE
O n  t h e  f e r r y  t o  Se a t t l e
Fishermen, their heads of hair like fire-blankets, 
shovel ice on the morning catch.
They look back with the same 
pair o f liquid black eyes;
the same pair of rubber boots 
that shake the planks beneath me.
I wonder if I’ve been away 
too long, this time.
You forget how to field 
a lingering smile.
It is as though a stranger’s 
touch might sever
you on a fault-line—  
split you right up the middle.
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